~we can produce a branch of the Irish race which will be as immune against the bacillus of tuberculosis as are the Jews, will that race be specially liable to diabetes or cancer ? As all men must die, the effect of stamping out one particular form of disease must be to increase the number of deaths from other causes, and in this sense it is true that vaccination has increased the number of deaths from accidents, from suicide, ?and from consumption, because it has preserved children from small-pox to die at a later period from these other causes; but we have not a particle of evidence that the immunity against small-pox produced by vaccination is the ?cause of, or is accompanied by, a less immunity against some other disease.
It should be remembered that for all diseases of which one attack produces immunity, the tendency is, in the course of many .'generations, to make the whole population subjected to such an influence immune. Is it more probable that twenty years hence the death-rates will be lower, or that they will be higher than they now are ?
What of the Future ?
It seems to me that a great university which is worthy of its name should provide for the training and equipment of a few men to consider these and similar questions, and for the training of many men who are to be the future legislators for, and advisers of, the people, in such fashion that they can appreciate, and make practical applications of, the conclusions to which the special students shall arrive. Just at present the practical problems of public hygiene relate mainly to masses of men, to cities, bound together by the iron lines of the railway and the telegraph; but as the coal supply diminishes, the cities will begin to diminish also, unless our engineers will give us some new means of storing the forces of the sun's rays, of the winds, or of the tides, and when that happens, sanitary questions will become of the first importance for all countries. " As of the leaves on a thick tree, some fall and some grow; so is the generation of flesh and blood, one cometh to an end and another is born." Whatever happens, we must all continue to live in the shadow of the hawk's wing, as our forefathers have done, since each has but a certain span of life, which he cannot lengthen, although he may easily shorten it. He can, however, learn not to be afraid of this shadow?learn to look up and not down, to look out and not in; and one of the best means of doing this is to devote time and thought and labour to the helping of others to help themselves, which is the essence of public hygiene, as it is of true charity and of all real human progress.
